
end. Knowing that we are not 

only refining our writing skills but 

are also making a difference in an 

organizationõs future has proved 

to be extremely rewarding. This 

year many of us were published 

for  the  first  time;  others  are 

discovering  new  careers,  and 

some are simply enjoying being 

exposed  to  something  outside 

their department. 

 

The BizComm class of 2008 con-

sisted of many different majors 

including: Environmental Studies, 

Economics and Communications. 

As a result of our intimate class 

size, our time together is struc-

tured as more of  a  discussion 

versus a lecture, allowing us to 

really learn from one anotherõs 

specialties and experiences. The 

Writing Minor has truly allowed 

us to grow and accomplish some-

thing very special, perfecting our 

skills as writers, communicators 

and citizens. 

Article by: Belle Vasquez 

 

Developing  òVoluntouró  cam-

paigns, participating in sustainabil-

ity programs, and forming service 

learning partnerships with non-

profits are just a few of the pro-

jects the BizComm students have 

participated  in.  Drifting  away 

from  the  notion  that  writing 

focuses  exclusively  on  lengthy 

research  papers,  the  class  of 

2008 stepped out of the class-

room and into the community.  

 

The minor consists of two cap-

stone  courses  resembling  the 

structure  of  graduate  courses, 

providing its  students with the 

freedom to explore, develop, and 

refine our writing skills through 

various outlets. This year we had 

the opportunity to roll up our 

sleeves and  dive into  an  issue 

very important to us: the envi-

ronment. With a green agenda in 

mind, we were able to take part 

in  several  environmentally 

friendly projects. Being exposed 

and working with the non-profit 

sector,  we  developed  promo-

tional plans urging greener prac-

tices throughout UCSB and the 

community. One of the several 

organization projects we worked 

on was with the City of Santa 

Barbaraõs Sustainability Program. 

 

Aside from gaining valuable con-

nections, we also did our share 

of  giving back. In exchange for 

growth and exposure in different 

fields,  we  offered  our  writing 

services free of  charge to  our 

clients. From fundraising letters 

to brochures, we as writers and 

communication consultants have 

created a set of unique products 

to fit our clients needs. For ex-

ample, one of the projects this 

year  is  bringing  awareness  to 

UCSBõs own Manzanita Gardens. 

In teams, we develop and imple-

ment a strategy for a client, see-

ing the project from beginning to 
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From the Art Museum to the Corporate 
Conglomerations: Student 

Internships in this Yearõs Minor 
Article by: Katie Manser 

 

What do the Congress, Catalyst, 

and Carlõs Jr. all have in common? 

Professional Writing for Biz-

Comm Students, of course!  

Each student in the Business 

Communication minor is re-

quired to sustain an internship 

during spring quarter, fulfilling 

Writing 150. This yearõs students 

have taken this requirement to  



P A G E  2  

ò...in the midst 

of all of the chaos, 

we often forget 

about the mentors 

that inspire us.ó 

Congresswoman Lois 

Capps gives a speech. 

Inside Chat: Up Close and Personal 

With Dr. LeeAnne Kryder 

From the Art Museum cont. 
another level by choosing many 

varied and highly demanding 

positions. What are they doing 

and what do they get out of it? 

 

Both Stephanie Skidmore and 

Rachel Finkelstein did public 

relations internships at the 

Santa Barbara Art Museum. 

While, Alexa Hart has been 

extremely fortunate to land 

two internships: one for Con-

gresswoman Lois Capps, who 

represents Californiaõs 23rd 

district and the second, for the 

city of Santa Barbara. She 

worked on a project to create 

a òHow to Go Greenó instruc-

tion manual to be distributed 

to all City of Santa Barbara 

employees.  

 

Other students are gaining 

valuable experience in the 

corporate world. Katie Manser 

commutes daily to Carpinteria 

to work at CKE Restaurants, 

parent company to Carlõs Jr. 

and Hardeeõs quick-serve res-

taurants. While learning the 

many ins and outs of corporate 

life, Katie also leads many pro-

jects like Los Angeles Lakers 

promotions and the brand new 

gift card program.  

 

òBeing ôforcedõ to go out and 

get an internship is invalu-

ableñnot only does it look 

great on your resume, but it 

also gives you an idea of what 

you want to do in the future,ó 

commented Jonathan Pelleg, 

Business Communication Mi-

nor. He has been interning at 

Catalyst, a local lecture series 

organization promoting finan-

cial literacy and entrepreneu-

rial thought for young profes-

sionals. His creative design 

skillsñmany of which he 

learned in Writing 157Añhave 

been his best asset in this posi-

tion. òIõve found out that mar-

keting, especially mixing design 

and writing, is something that I 

definitely enjoy and can see 

myself doing into the future.ó 

 
Dr. LeeAnne Kryder is pas-

sionate about getting students 

real-world experience via in-

ternships: òThere really isnõt a 

better way to explore career 

options than interning.ó The 

internship is a core aspect of 

the minor and a requirement 

to pass the Writing 150 

course. Many students are 

even offered full-time employ-

ment after they graduate.  

her, we were able to gain in-

sight into her passion for 

teaching as well as the past, 

present and future for the 

Business Communications 

Professional Writing Minor. 

 

Dr. LeeAnne Kryder has a 

wealth of knowledge in many 

fields of study. She received a 

PH.D in American Business 

History, an M.A. in American 

Studies, and a B.A. in English. 

Her love for learning and ap-

preciation of esteemed stu-

dents brought her back to the 

education environment after 

eleven years of experience in 

the business sector. At the age 

of twenty-one, she discovered 

her passion for teaching as a 

graduate student at Bowling 

Green State University in Ohio 

Article by: Veronica Kim and 

Emerald Yang 

 

The class of ô08 

has made many 

accomplish-

ments this quar-

ter in the aca-

demic and busi-

ness world, and 

in the midst of 

all of the chaos, 

we often forget 

about the men-

tors that inspire 

us. Dr. LeeAnne 

Kryder is one of 

those profes-

sors who is truly dedicated to 

her students and has helped 

guide us in our professional 

growth. After meeting with 

and felt exhilarated, like òa bird 

taking off.ó She began teaching 

at UCSB in 1994 and has been 

involved with many community 

organizations and writing so-

cieties. With the growth in 

popularity of her advanced 

business writing class (Writing 

110EC), Dr. Kryder drafted a 

proposal with Professor Miz-

rahi in fall 2005 to start the 

Business Communications 

track. 

 

The initial idea for the sustain-

ability focus of the minor was 

born in the engineering depart-

ment.  The emphasis on envi-

ronmental design proposals 

impelled Dr. Kryder to be-

come self-educated on the 

topic, and she brought her 

research on green businesses  
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